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ABSTRACT

Walida, Badilatil. 2025. The Discourse Analysis of Ecologism on Edward Abbey's
The Monkey Wrench Gang. Undergraduate Program, Nurul Jadid

University. Advisor: Dr. Tirmidi, M. Pd.

Keywords: Biophilia, Biocentrism, Discourse Analysis, Ecologism, The Monkey

Wrench Gang.

This study aims to analyze the ecological discourse in Edward Abbey's
novel The Monkey Wrench Gang, focusing on the central theme and motivation of
the characters. A qualitative research design with a discourse analysis approach was
used, integrating the frameworks of Kristeva (1969) and Gee (2014). The researcher
acts as the main instrument, supported by notes of findings and thematic analysis
sheets. Data collection was carried out through a systematic read-and-note method,
including deep reading, recording of relevant textual elements, encoding,
categorization, and preparation of narrative structures for analysis. The data
analysis procedure involves suprasegmental analysis using the story grammar
model by Mandler (1977) in the psycholinguistic framework of Renkema (2004),
as well as intertextual analysis with the framework of Gee (2014) and Kristeva
(1969).

The findings suggest that the main theme of the novel is the struggle to
preserve the environment threatened by the construction of dams. The discussion
reveals that Hayduke's four main characters, Bonnie Abbzug, Smith, and Doc
Sarvis have a similar commitment to environmental preservation due to their
biophilic and biocentric characteristics. Biophilia's characteristics include
protective love and territorial attachment, empathy and connectivity with nature, a
sense of admiration for the wonders of nature, and a tendency to seek win-win
solutions. Meanwhile, the quality of their biocentrism is manifested through
voluntary moderation, advocacy of natural rights, appreciation of natural aesthetics,
and committed ecological citizenship. The conclusion confirms that Abbey's use of
language and narrative techniques effectively communicates this ecological
philosophy, shaping a discourse that inspires environmental activism. It is
recommended for further research to investigate the comparison of contemporary
environmental fiction with Abbey's work regarding the construction of discourse
and its impact on the ecological awareness of the reader.
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