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MOTTO AND DEDICATION

“ What misses me was never meant for me,
and what is destined for me will never miss me”

- Umar bin khatab

“Indeed, Allah does not promise that your life will always be easy, but
twice Allah promises that: 'So, verily, with every difficulty, there is relief.
Verily, with every difficulty, there is relief.”

- (Qs. Al-Insyirah: 5-6)

This thesis I dedicate to my lecturers and mentors in the English Language Education study
program at Nurul Jadid University, who have provided endless encouragement, my beloved
parents, my little brother, and my fiancé, thank you for your love, support, and prayers
throughout this journey, the guardian of the Kanjeng Sunan Kalijaga Islamic Boarding
School for their unwavering support and prayers, and to my fellow female boarding school

friends and university peers, who have shared invaluable learning experiences with me."



ABSTRACT

Sya’diyah, Dewi Halimatus. 2025. This study analysis the difficulties faced by tenth- grade
students in speaking English at a tahfidz based Islamic senior high school. Undergraduate
program Nurul Jadid University. Advisor (1) Syaiful Islam, M.pd. Advisor (II) Syaiful Islam,
M.pd.

Keyword : Difficulties level, English speaking, Islamic senior high school

The research aimed to identify the main challenges students faced, the factors that influenced
their speaking difficulties, and how the pesantren environment affected their motivation and
opportunities to speak English. Using a qualitative case study approach, data were collected
through observations, interviews, and documentation. The findings revealed that students
struggled with limited vocabulary, incorrect pronunciation, weak grammar mastery, and low
self-confidence. Internal factors such as anxiety and fear of making mistakes, along with
external factors like a non-English-speaking environment and limited time due to tahfidz
activities, significantly hindered speaking development. The study concluded that students'
English-speaking abilities were affected by both psychological barriers and the unique
constraints of their religious educational setting. The findings were expected to inform
educators and institutions about the contextual challenges of language learning in pesantren
environments. The contribution of this research is to provide new insights into a more
contextual and adaptive approach to English language learning, tailored for implementation in
tahfidz (Quran memorization) boarding school environments. Additionally, it serves as a
reference for teachers and curriculum developers in designing more effective speaking-

teaching strategies
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