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ABSTRACT 

Rahmaniyah, Nadiatur. 2024. Investigating the Students’ Difficulties in 

Learning Vocabulary. undergraduate program Nurul Jadid 

University. Advisor Durratul Hikmah, M.Pd, 

 

Keyword: Investigating, Students’ difficulties, Learning vocabulary 

 

 

 This study aims to determine students' difficulties in learning vocabulary 

caused by internal and external factors. In this study, the researcher investigated 

students' difficulties in learning vocabulary at MA Nurul Jadid. The participants 

of this study are students of class XII IPA Tahfid. There are 10 students as 

subjects in this study. The researcher chose the research subjects by using the 

selection criteria through daily grades from the teacher based on the lowest score. 

This research used descriptive method by using qualitative analysis of research 

data, semi-structured interviews were conducted to collect data for this research. 

The interview questions focused on investigating the difficulties faced by students 

in learning vocabulary. To facilitate data analysis, each interview was carefully 

recorded and transcribed. Based on data collection, the researcher concluded that a 

significant number of students experience difficulties in learning vocabulary. 

Specifically, these challenges manifest in various areas such as correct 

pronunciation of words, accurate spelling, proper use of word meanings. The 

study also revealed that there are factors that cause students' difficulties in 

learning vocabulary, namely internal and external factors. Internal factors: 

students are reluctant to open dictionaries, motivation, and students do not 

practice speaking English regularly. External factors: inadequate facilities, and 

friends.  

The results and findings concluded that three challenges in learning 

vocabulary were identified by researchers based on analysis of interview 

transcripts: mispronouncing words correctly, spelling words incorrectly, and 

understanding words. According to research, students should pronounce English 

words more actively and more confidently and Suggestions for future English 

teachers. The aim of teaching English is to inspire students to concentrate on the 

lesson. 

  

 

 



 
 

vii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

Praise be to Allah SWT who has bestowed His grace, guidance, and gifts 

so that I can complete this thesis well. This thesis is prepared to fulfill one of the 

requirements in obtaining a Bachelor of English Education degree at Nurul Jadid 

University.  

On this occasion, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to: 

1. Durratul Hikmah,M.Pd. As the supervisor who has provided guidance, 

direction, and motivation during the process of preparing this thesis. Thank you 

for your time, patience, and knowledge. 

2. Syaiful Islam,M.Pd. As the head of the study program who has provided 

opportunities and facilities so that this research can run smoothly. My thanks also 

go to all my English lecturers at Nurul Jadid University who have given me the 

benefit of knowledge and encouragement during my studies at this University. 

3. My beloved family, especially to my parents Alm. Masduki and Alm. Hatija 

not to forget Alm. Ruhma as my stepmother who always provides endless support, 

prayers, and affection even though you are not accompanying me until now but I 

am sure your support and affection will never fade even though they are separated 

by death. Thank you also to my only brother, Ahmad Sufyan, who has provided 

encouragement and motivation even though he often annoys me but I love and 

cherish you. 

4. Friends and companions, who always provide help, support, and togetherness 

during the study period and the preparation of this thesis. Thank you for your 

cooperation and friendship. Especially to my special friends, Riskina Fauziyah, 

Aminah Mutmainnah, Aulia Ridayati, Nikmahus Surur, and Richa Dian Yulianti 

who have taken the time to share with me about lessons, life, and others. I do not 

forget to thank my friends in the Azzainiyah area, namely Mia, Widi, Bak Fina, 

Ainil, Irma, Wiwik, Fina PPIQ, Silaban, Fifi, Zahro, Riku, Fitri, Bak Firda, Luluk, 



 
 

viii 
 

Dek ainun and my classmates in Class B majoring in English, especially Zulfatul 

Masruroh and Wilda, thank you very much for your attention. 

5. All parties who have helped, either directly or indirectly, in the process of 

preparing this thesis. I cannot mention them one by one, but I really appreciate 

every help and support that has been given. 

Finally, I realize that this thesis is far from perfect. Therefore, constructive 

criticism and suggestions are highly expected for future improvements. Hopefully 

this thesis can provide benefits for readers and be a meaningful contribution to the 

development of science. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

ix 
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 
MOTTO AND DEDICATION ...................................................................................... v 

ABSTRACT ............................................................................................................. vi 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ....................................................................................... vii 

CHAPTER 1 ............................................................................................................. 1 

INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the study .................................................................................. 1 

1.2 Statement of the Problem................................................................................. 7 

1.3 Purpose of the Study ........................................................................................ 8 

1.4 Significance of the Study .................................................................................. 8 

1.5 Limitations of the Study................................................................................... 9 

1.6 Definition of Key Term .................................................................................. 10 

CHAPTER II .......................................................................................................... 11 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ............................................................... 11 

2.1 Vocabulary ............................................................................................... 11 

2.2 Types of vocabulary ................................................................................. 15 

2.3 The importance of vocabulary ....................................................................... 16 

2.4 Difficulties in vocabulary ............................................................................... 17 

2.5 Factor Behind that cause students' difficulties in learning vocabulary........... 21 

2.5.1 Internal factors ........................................................................................ 21 

2.5.2 External factors ....................................................................................... 22 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ............................................................................ 23 

3.1 Research Design ....................................................................................... 23 

3.2 Subject of the Study ................................................................................. 24 

3.3 Research Instrument ................................................................................ 25 

3.4 Procedures of Data Collection ........................................................................ 25 

3.4 Procedures of Data Analysis ..................................................................... 27 

CHAPTER IV ......................................................................................................... 29 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION ................................................................................ 29 



 
 

x 
 

4.1 Research Findings .................................................................................... 29 

4.2 Discussion................................................................................................. 35 

CHAPTER V .......................................................................................................... 40 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ..................................................................... 40 

5.1 Conclusions .............................................................................................. 40 

5.2 Suggestion ................................................................................................ 41 

APPENDIXES ........................................................................................................ 47 

 

 


