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ABSTRACT

Putra, Muhammad Andika. 2025. The Discourse of Civil Resistance in Edward
Abbey’s The Monkey Wrench Gang. Undergraduate Program, English
Education University of Nurul Jadid. Advisor: Dr. Tirmidi.

Keywords: Discourse Analysis, Edward Abbey, Civil Resistance

This research aims to identify the main themes and analyze how civil
resistance is constructed in Edward Abbey's novel, The Monkey Wrench Gang. The
novel depicts civil resistance as an act of rejection against infrastructure
development, driven by concerns about environmental degradation and political
oppression. Using discourse analysis, this research integrates Julia Kristeva's
theory of suprasegmental and intertextuality. Suprasegmental theory is analyzed
through Jan Renkema's psycholinguistic approach to explore narrative structure.
Intertextuality is further analyzed through James Paul Gee's framework to reveal
how civil resistance is discursively constructed in the novel.

The findings of research show that Abbey’s narrative not only reflects
environmental tensions but also functions as a critique of the broader social context
related to infrastructure development and ecological preservation. The central
theme identified in the novel is civil resistance to infrastructure and construction
projects, highlighting acts of sabotage as forms of protest against environmental
degradation by using suprasegmental. This resistance is discursively constructed
through several underlying factors, including the exploitation of natural resources,
political repression, and the moral dilemmas faced by individuals who choose to
oppose large-scale development. Research suggests that further research could

expand the analysis to other literary works or explore environmental activism



discourse across genres. Additionally, this research recommends that educators,
particularly in English language learning, utilize The Monkey Wrench Gang as a
teaching tool to develop critical thinking, ecological awareness, and intercultural

understanding among students.
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