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ABSTRACT

Firdausyiah, Nabila. 2025. The Discourse Of Family And Marriage In Barbara
Kingsolver’s Homeland Selected Short Stories. Undergraduated
program Nurul Jadid University. Advisor (1) Dr. Tirmidi, M.Pd

Keywords: Literature, Short Story, Discourse Analysis, Type of Family

This study explores the values and the discourse of family and marriage in
Barbara Kingsolver’s Homeland and Other Stories, a collection of which is
recognized for its nuanced portrayal of contemporary social life. It aims at filling
a gap in the study of family structures and marital relationships. Employing a
qualitative approach, the study uses discourse analysis to examine five selected
stories namely “Homeland,” “Blueprint,” “Covered Bridges,” “Quality Time,”
and “Stone Dreams.” The analysis reveals that there are a diverse array of family
types, namely extended, cohabiting, single parent, childfree, and dysfunctional
family. The stories also highlight the complexity and evolving nature of family
and marriage in modern society, emphasizing themes of identity, belonging, and
adaptation. The discourse analysis also shows that Kingsolver’s characters build
their families based on personal values, cultural backgrounds, and social
challenges, reflecting both traditional and modern perspectives on family and
marriage.The study concludes that Kingsolver’s work not only reflects changing
social values but also encourages readers to reconsider traditional definitions of
family and marriage. It is suggested that future research may apply different
literature or sociological approaches to Kingsolver’s fiction especially in the
historical context and that educators use her stories to foster critical thinking and

intercultural understanding in language learning contexts.
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