
THE DISCOURSE ANALYSIS OF UNSUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

ON DAMS  IN EDWARD ABBEY’S THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG 

 

Skripsi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By : 

 

SANIYATUS SYARIFAH 

NIM : 2142300026 

 

 

 

 

NURUL JADID UNIVERSITY 

PAITON PROBOLINGGO 

FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND HUMANITY 

ENGLISH EDUCATION PROGRAM 

2025 

  



ii 
 

THE DISCOURSE ANALYSIS OF UNSUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

ON DAMS  IN EDWARD ABBEY’S THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG 

 

Skripsi 

 

 

Presented to 

Undergraduate Program 

English Education Program 

Nurul Jadid University  

in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of 

Bachelor in English Education 

 

 

By : 

 

SANIYATUS SYARIFAH 

NIM : 2142300026 

 

 

 

NURUL JADID UNIVERSITY 

PAITON PROBOLINGGO 

FACULTY OF SOCIAL AND HUMANITY 

ENGLISH EDUCATION PROGRAM 

2025 



iii 
 

SUPERVISORY APPROVAL NOTE 

 

 



iv 
 

EXAMINER APPROVAL 

 

  



v 
 

MOTTO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The most important thing is to try and inspire 

people so that they can be great at whatever they 

want to do. I think everyone has the potential to be 

great, but you have to believe in yourself and work 

hard to achieve your dreams."  

 _Kobe Bryant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vi 
 

 

DEDICATION 

There is no more worthy sheet in this undergraduate thesis than the dedication sheet. 

The writer respectfully dedicates this thesis as a remarkable proof of gratitude to: 

1. Dr. Chusnul Muali, M. Pd., as the Dean of Social and Humanities Faculty, 

Nurul Jadid University, whose unwavering commitment to scholarly pursuit 

has shaped the foundation of this work. 

2. Mr. Syaiful Islam, M. Pd., as the Chair of English Education Department, 

Faculty of Social and Humanities, Nurul Jadid University, whose dedication 

to educational excellence has been a guiding beacon throughout this 

journey. 

3. Dr. Tirmidi, M. Pd., as the Undergraduate Thesis supervisor, whose 

wisdom, patience, and invaluable guidance have transformed challenges 

into stepping stones toward academic achievement. 

4. All inspiring English Education Study Program Lecturers and bureau 

staff of the Faculty of Social and Humanities Nurul Jadid University, who 

have generously shared their knowledge and facilitated every step of this 

academic voyage. 

5. My beloved parents, whose love became the foundation upon which 

dreams are built, whose sacrifices wrote the invisible chapters of this 

success, and whose unwavering faith in my potential turned every obstacle 

into opportunity. 



vii 
 

6. My precious siblings, who have been my companions through every season 

of growth, whose laughter brightened the darkest moments of doubt, and 

whose presence reminded me that the greatest treasures in life are the bonds 

we share. 

7. My cherished friends, whose friendship has been a sanctuary of 

understanding, whose support became the wind beneath my wings, and 

whose belief in my dreams gave me the courage to reach beyond what I 

thought possible. 

8. To myself, Saniya, who dared to believe that within the quiet chambers of 

uncertainty lies the birthplace of extraordinary things. To the girl who 

learned that resilience is not the absence of falling, but the grace with which 

we rise. To the dreamer who discovered that the most beautiful victories are 

born from the ashes of our deepest struggles, and that every moment of 

doubt was merely a stepping stone toward becoming the person I was 

always meant to be. 

To each of you, and to the journey that has shaped me, this work stands as a 

testament to the profound impact of love, growth, and the courage to pursue truth a 

humble offering of gratitude for the immeasurable gift of transformation, guidance, 

and the unwavering faith that dreams, when nurtured with dedication, become the 

most beautiful reality. 

  



viii 
 

DECLARATION OF AUTHORSHIP 

 

 



ix 
 

ABSTRACT 

Syarifah, Saniyatus. 2025. The Discourse Analysis Of Unsustainable 

Development on Dams in Edward Abbey’s The Monkey Wrench Gang. 

Undergraduated program Nurul Jadid University. Advisor Dr. Tirmidi, 

M.Pd 

 

Keywords: Discourse Analysis, Unsustainable Development, The Monkey 

Wrench Gang 

 

This study aims to analyze the main themes and dam representations in 

Edward Abbey's The Monkey Wrench Gang using Kristeva's discourse analysis 

framework. The research employs a qualitative literary analysis design, examining 

the novel as the primary data source through close reading methodology. The 

research instruments include suprasegmental analysis through Mandler and 

Johnson's story grammar for thematic identification and intertextual analysis using 

James Paul Gee's technique integrated with McCully's ecological framework for 

examining dam perceptions. Data collection involves systematic textual analysis of 

narrative elements, character development, and environmental discourse within the 

novel.  

The findings reveal that radical environmental resistance against 

unsustainable development constitutes the value, demonstrated through four 

activists' transformation from peaceful advocacy to sabotage in response to 

institutional indifference toward environmental concerns. The discussion shows 

dams are portrayed as fundamentally unsustainable through ecological disruptions 

and social impacts. This ecoliterature analysis contributes to developing literature-

based language teaching methodology that integrates ecological awareness in 

English education. Further research should explore similar ecological literary works 

to strengthen the ecoliterature corpus and develop comprehensive environmentally-

conscious curriculum models for sustainable education practices. 
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