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ABSTRACT 

Nisa’,Ulvatun.2025. “Grammar as a tool for enhancin speaking competence: A 

Narrative Inquiry into students’ Experiences.”. Undergraduate 

Program Nurul Jadid University. Advisor Syaiful Islam, M.Pd. 

 
Keywords:grammar,speaking competence, narrative inquiry, 

 

This study aimed to explore students' experiences utilizing grammar to 

improve their english speaking competence. Specifically, the research focused 

on the obstacles students faced in applying grammar when speaking, the aspects 

of speaking ability that could be improved through grammar mastery, and the 

factors that affected the effectiveness of grammar in oral communication. A 

qualitative approach with a narrative inquiry design was used to explore students' 

subjective experiences in-depth. Data collection instruments included semi-

structured interviews and participant observations. The data were analyzed using 

a thematic analysis approach, which involved coding, identifying themes, and 

interpreting the meaning of participants' narratives. The findings showed that 

grammar mastery significantly contributed to improved clarity, fluency, and 

logical thinking in speaking. However, grammar mastery alone did not guarantee 

smooth oral communication, as students encountered challenges such as lack of 

confidence, limited speaking practice, and interference from their mother 

tongue. External factors such as a supportive learning environment, the use of 

technology, and the quality of teaching also influenced the effectiveness of 

grammar in speaking. Therefore, a holistic and contextual teaching approach was 

deemed necessary for grammar to function effectively in oral 

communication.These findings highlight the complex interplay between 

linguistic knowledge and communicative performance, indicating that grammar 

should be taught in an integrated way rather than in isolation. The role of external 

factors emphasizes the need for collaborative efforts among teachers, 

institutions, and students in fostering speaking competence.Grammar mastery 

improves essential aspects of speaking, yet its effectiveness depends on learners’ 

psychological readiness, sufficient practice, and supportive educational 

contexts. It is recommended that educators adopt contextualized and 

communicative grammar teaching approaches, provide more opportunities for 

authentic speaking practice, and integrate technology to create engaging learning 

environments. 
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